
  
 
 

 

California 
Former Mare Island Naval Shipyard  
 

Facility and Location  
Former Mare Island Naval Shipyard (MINS) was the first U.S. naval station established on the 
Pacific Coast. It is located in Solano County, approximately 25 miles northeast of San 
Francisco. The Napa River (Mare Island Strait) separates the peninsula shipyard from the city of 
Vallejo. Vallejo Water System customers are provided water from Lake Barryessa and Lake 
Oroville. The Navy purchased the original 956 acres of Former MINS in 1853 and commenced 
shipbuilding operations on September 16, 1854. In the early 1920s, construction and 
maintenance of submarines occurred at Former MINS. During World War II, Former MINS 
reached peak capacity for shipbuilding, repair, overhaul, and maintenance. Following the war, 
Former MINS was considered one of the primary stations for construction and maintenance of 
Pacific Fleet submarines. With over 5,200 acres, it was responsible for constructing over 500 
naval vessels and overhauling thousands of other naval vessels. In addition to shipyard 
operations, ordnance manufacturing and storage was another key mission at Former MINS for 
nearly the same period, including those used prior to the Civil War.  
 
Former MINS was identified for closure during the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 
program of 1993. Naval operations ceased and the shipyard was decommissioned on April 1, 
1996. The California Conservation Corps, Touro University, and numerous commercial and 
industrial businesses are currently leasing property at the former naval shipyard. In May 2000, 
Roosevelt Terrace (former housing area) was transferred using an economic development 
conveyance which is a method to accelerate the transfer of BRAC facilities back to civilian 
communities for their economic benefit. Other property transfers include: a U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service refuge, U.S. Forest Service office building, Army Reserve Center, Coast Guard 
communications facility, and a Department of Education school.  
 

Media Sampled and Findings  
Groundwater — Prior to 2007, groundwater samples taken at a landfill reported no detections. 
Additionally, 2 of 27 samples analyzed from Former MINS locations detected perchlorate from 
0.24 to 0.25 ppb.  
 

Appropriate Actions  
Not Applicable. All samples were below the EPA and DoD Preliminary Remediation Goal of 15 
ppb. 
 
 


